
Commentary/Op-Ed - April 2015

Keeping the Water On: New 
York Must Address 
Infrastructure, Costs

In this op-ed in the Gotham Gazette, CUF researcher Adam Forman 

argues that with last year’s spike in water main breaks throughout 

all five boroughs, Mayor de Blasio should hold firm on increasing 

water rates and consider additional methods to finance and 

modernize New York’s water infrastructure.

by Adam Forman

In this op-ed in the Gotham Gazette, CUF researcher Adam Forman argues that Mayor de Blasio deserves credit for pushing to 

increase the city’s water rates by 3.2 percent. He points out how investment in the city’s water infrastructure has declined in 

recent years. As a result, the city experienced 513 water main breaks across the five boroughs last year, a 39 percent 

increase from 2012. 

Considering the high cost of maintaining the city’s essential water infrastructure (recent upgrades had a pricetag of $10 

billion), Forman urges Mayor de Blasio to create additional streams of revenue to modernize New York’s aging water pipes. 

He suggests eliminating rental payments charged to the city’s Water Boards and incentivizing green infrastructure on private 

property through stormwater management fees. 

Click here to read the full op-ed in the Gotham Gazette. 

Image from the Gotham Gazette. 

RELATED PRESS

Could the Flint, Mich., Debacle Put Focus on Decaying Water Infrastructure?

Emergency Management, by David Raths, May 10, 2016

Subway Water Main Pain Already Worse Than Last Year

http://www.gothamgazette.com/index.php/opinion/5693-keeping-the-water-on-new-york-must-address-infrastructure-costs-de-blasio-forman
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/The-Spotlight-on-Water.html
https://thecity.nyc/2020/01/nyc-subway-water-main-break-delays-already-worse-than-last-year.html


The City, by Jose Martinez, January 27, 2020

Crews clean up water main break on Upper West Side

PIX11, by Greg Mocker, January 14, 2020

Water Mains Are Bursting All Over New York. Can They Be Fixed?

The New York Times, by James Barron, February 12, 2020

Average NYC Parks bathroom costs taxpayers roughly $3.6M to complete, report says

6sqft, by Devin Gannon, April 04, 2019

 

CENTER FOR AN URBAN FUTURE

120 Wall Street, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10005

cuf@nycfuture.org © All Rights Reserved.

Center for an Urban Future Center for an Urban Future 

https://www.pix11.com/news/local-news/crews-clean-up-water-main-break-on-upper-west-side
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/12/nyregion/nyc-water-mains.html
https://www.6sqft.com/average-nyc-parks-bathroom-costs-taxpayers-roughly-3-6m-to-complete-report-says/
mailto:cuf@nycfuture.org

