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Mayor Adams, it’s time to level 
up K-12 computing education 
across NYC

In this City & State NY op-ed, CUF Editorial & Policy Director Eli 

Dvorkin and Robin Hood Learning + Technology Fund Director 

Amber Oliver urge Mayor Adams to strengthen and grow 

computing education in the city’s schools to expand access to 

well-paying tech careers and ensure that New Yorkers of color 

and women are fully represented.

by Eli Dvorkin and Amber Oliver

While the pandemic has changed so much about life in New York City, one factor has remained a welcome constant: 

technology is where the city’s good jobs are growing. But New York needs to make much more progress in expanding access 

to these well- paying tech careers and ensuring that New Yorkers of color and women are fully represented. 

In this op-ed for City & State NY, CUF Editorial & Policy Director Eli Dvorkin and Robin Hood Learning + Technology Fund 

Director Amber Oliver urge Mayor Adams to strengthen and grow computing education in the city’s schools to expand access 

to well-paying tech careers and diversify the tech workforce for the long run.

New research from the Center for an Urban Future and Tech:NYC reveals that New York’s tech sector has been among the 

city’s few economic bright spots since the COVID-19 pandemic hit. But tech has long struggled to diversify its ranks and 

encourage more under-represented talent. At the same time, far too few young people are prepared with the foundational 

computational thinking and digital skills that make them stronger learners and problem solvers—and are now required by 

more than half of all job postings in New York City. The time to act is now. 

Read the full op-ed here.

This op-ed builds on dozens of CUF reports over the past 25 years that have focused on strengthening and diversifying the 

city’s tech workforce, including Plugging In: Building NYC’s Tech Education & Training Ecosystem, Preparing New Yorkers for the 

Tech Jobs Driving NYC’s Pandemic Economy, and CUNY's Key Role in Expanding Access to Tech Careers. 

https://link.nynmedia.com/click/28879425.798/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnlubWVkaWEuY29tL29waW5pb24vMjAyMi8wOC9jbG9zaW5nLXRlY2gtZ2FwLW55Yy1zdGFydHMtZXhwYW5kaW5nLWstMTItY29tcHV0aW5nLWVkdWNhdGlvbi8zNzY0MTIvP29yZWY9bnluX2ZpcnN0cmVhZF9ubA/6303d13077762f76c6004b0eBff8ed1cb
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